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REMARKS 

Claims 1-18 and 20 were pending before the Examiner. No claims have been amended or 
canceled in this paper. 

Examiner's Request for Specific References to the Specification 

The Examiner indicated Applicants' comments filed April 30, 2006 to be persuasive, but 
requested references to specific sections of the specification to support the arguments pertaining 
to the patentability of Claims 1, 10, and 14. Accordingly, Applicants provide the following 
specific references to the specification. 

Regarding Applicants 9 Prior Discussion of Claim 1: 

As previously indicated, Claim 1 of the present application recites the steps of 
"positioning a patch across an opening of the left atrial appendage" and "securing the patch at 
one or more locations surrounding the opening of the left atrial appendage." Applicants note that 
these limitations, and Applicants' comments thereon are supported in at least paragraphs 0053, 
0096, 0106-0109, and Figures 16-17 of the application as filed. 

Regarding Applicants' Prior Discussion of Claim 10: 

As previously noted, Claim 10 of the present application recites the steps of "delivering . . 
. anchors into tissue surrounding the opening of the left atrial appendage . . . wherein the anchors 
remain engaged in the tissue surrounding the opening following removal of the delivery 
catheter." Applicants note that these limitations, and Applicants' comments thereon are 
supported in at least paragraphs 0089-0105, Figures 7-11, and Figures 13-15 of the application as 
filed. 

Regarding Applicants' Prior Discussion of Claim 14: 

As previously noted, Claim 14 of the present application recites a method of closing an 
opening in a patient including the steps of "delivering the [first and second] tissue engagement 
structures to the opening using a delivery catheter . . . wherein the tissue engagement structures 
remain engaged with the tissue adjacent the opening following removal of the delivery catheter." 
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Applicants note that these limitations, and Applicants' comments thereon, are supported in at 
least paragraphs 0089-0105, Figures 7-11, and Figures 13-15 of the application as filed. 

While the above specific references to the application provide support for the claimed 
embodiments, Applicants note that the scope of the claimed inventions should not be limited by 
reference solely to the cited portions of the application. Rather, Applicants reiterate that, as 
stated in paragraph 0116 of the specification as filed, although the present invention has been 
described in terms of certain preferred embodiments, other embodiments will become apparent to 
those of skill in the art in view of the disclosure of the application. 

Previously Submitted Information Disclosure Statement 

Upon review of the prosecution of this application, Applicants note that an Information 
Disclosure Statement submitted on October 26, 2005 does not yet appear to have been considered 
by the Examiner. Enclosed herewith is a courtesy copy of this Information Disclosure Statement 
for consideration by Examiner. 

In light of the above discussion, Applicants submit that Claims 1-18 and 20 are in 
condition for allowance and respectfully request that Examiner find that the Response to Office 
Action filed April 30, 2006, in view of the above discussion, is fully responsive to the prior 
Office Action. Applicants believe no fees are due with the filing of this paper. However, should 
any additional fees be due, please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional 
extension of time, or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 
Dated: tylll VX>t=> By: 

John P. Heal 
Registration No. 53,008 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(949) 760-0404 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

hereby certify that this correspondence and all 
marked attachments are being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first-class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
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Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents (l U\\ ^) \7 

P.O. Box 1450 >^^^U [J 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 fYlViOVlly k\<td ^M/foS 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing 
2 references to be considered by the Examiner. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a final 
action and before the mailing of a Notice of Allowance. This Statement is accompanied by the 
fees set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required or to credit any overpayment to Account No. 11-1410. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE JtfA^TEN^, OLSO£I & BEAR, LLP 

Dated: f ^ 

Sabing HTLee 
Registration No. 43,745 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(949) 760-0404 
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